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"These teachings will shine forth to him who has
faith in Iswara, the Lord, and the same faith in his teacher
as in the Lord,"

distinctly encourages the identification of the teacher
with God or Brahman by the aspirant in his struggle for
realisation (though to the realised man, the Jnani, all
distinction of himself, God and Guru ceases). Hence the
Swami does not damp the ardent votary's spirit in any
matter essential for the latter's advancement. Gradually
and gently, however, every votary is made to see his point
of view also.

The Swami sets an example to all in his eating as in
many other matters. He never exhibits any anxiety,
depression, or elation at anything that may happen.
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i.e., <c Be not elated at attaining the desired or desir-
able objects ; nor distressed at the contrary" says the
Gita. The Swami who is the embodiment of this principle
shows his equanimity best at these special gather-
ings when some "notable," (say a Judge or a Raja)
turns up, but the Swami does not feel fluttered or flurried
over his arrival or departure. A Nattukottai Chettfs agent
once told the Swami that if he only agreed to accept the
gift, his principal would provide two cows and a large
fimd to maintain them and their keeper out of the interest-
The Swami drily remarked that the Asram was not need-
ing cows, and that a cow would be an easy prey to the